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Services: Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

MARK YOUR ADVENT CALENDAR/S!

A DAILY: A “thought for the day” will be sent to

- your email box from the church. Give yourself

‘?}b the gift of a few quiet moments to be still and
e listen for God.

WEEKLY: During the week the Meeting House

LA
A
will be left open, and a variety of prayers,
devotionals and meditations will be available gvh g{%
for quiet time. Ll

A SUNDAYS: We will start each worship service by
lighting the candles on the Advent wreath,
noting the hope, joy, peace and love that Christ
brings. If you would like to participate, please
contact Pastor Diane. Periods of silence will be
added to our worship service so that we can 'Be Quiet' together.

Music, Music, MUSIC: On Sunday, December 14th at 2:30 the
choirs (bell and senior) will present their annual Christmas
concert (see p.3). The Bell Choir will be performing throughout
the month (see the calendar on p. 6).

A

CHRISTMAS EVE: Join the congregationforour " /41
annual service of Lessons and Carols on
Wednesday, December 24th. The Bell Choir :
prelude startsat5:30 p.m. .

ALL ABOARD THE CHRISTMAS
CAROLING Bus

‘ ‘ - On Sunday, December 21st, grab a

: ; quick snack at the coffee hour, then we
/ will board a school bus and take
Christmas carols to church members and friends

who are notable to get out of their homes for holiday activities.
We will return to the churchatabout 1:00.

If you have not come along on this “special delivery” before, why
not make this the year?! Let's fill the bus with singers and
overflow into some cars. All ages are welcome!

Have a Blessed Christmas and a Joyful New Year!

CHRUSTMAS PAGEANT
Sunday, December 14th - 11:15

2012 Pageant

During Sunday School the children will be costumed as shep-
herds, angels, kings, and animals, and the annual Christmas
Pageant will take place in the parish hall after morning worship.
This informal but endearing retelling of the Christmas story
takes about fifteen minutes and may be the most-photographed
event of the church year! Extra hands to help costume the cast
are always welcome.

There will be no Sunday School or nursery care on Sunday,
December 28". Regular children's activities will resume on

January 11th. ~ Barbara Collins

Silver Lake
December 5th - 7th
CHRISTMAS AT THE LAKE

Celebrate Christmas, Silver Lake-style!
Join your friends and make new ones as
we anticipate Christ's birth at Silver Lake,
with or without snow! We will get busy
and creative with Christmas crafts,
outdoor play, baking, worship, and lots of
singing of Christmas songs around the
fire.

There will be two retreats this weekend: one for 5th and 6th
graders and one for 7th and 8th graders. Each age group will stay
inits own winterized building with deans and counselors.

Contact]ennifer Kronholm Clark atjennc@ctucc.org.
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"Cnristmas season is here. The stores are decorated,
the big trees have been lit, the background music is
starting to be heard. Christmas is perhaps the most
familiar holiday in our American culture. Everyone,
regardless of faith background or religious affiliation, has
some idea of what Christmas is. The pervasive marketing
and merchandising that surrounds this holy day is
unmatched by any other event. Families establish
traditions that are passed from one generation to the next
covering everything from annual letters, special recipes,
tree decorations, caroling, to attendance at a church
service on Christmas Eve. When these traditions enhance
the love that is felt in a family and set the day apart as a
special one, Christ is honored. When activities and
responsibilities of the season generate anxiety or dismay,
Christis diminished.

Imagine if all of the seasonal attention, all of the expense,
all of the energy was focused on the celebration of the birth
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

This Christmas season I am calling on you to be
'countercultural.’ I want you to invite everyone you know
to come to worship - not just on Christmas Eve, but all
through Advent. I want you to make your gift shopping
lists, not in response to what people tell you they want (or
must have) but in response to your own thoughtful
deliberation of what gift might show the love and affection
you feel for the recipient. When you hang lights on your
house, decorate your tree or put candles in your window,
do it as a way of welcoming Christ's presence into your
home. Asyou sing the familiar carols, pay attention to the
words - close attention. Take a moment to read the thirty
() hymns in our hymnal relating to Christ's birth.

Our theme for advent this year is “Be Quiet.” Together, we
will work to create a holy space and sacred time for
reflecting on what the birth of Jesus Christ means to us. [
invite you to make time and space this season to welcome
Jesusinto your life, into your family, into your home.

Wish everyone you meetablessed Christmas!

My Christmas wish for you is that you might find the peace
that comes when 'the dear Christentersin.”

Adventand Christmas Blessings,

WHERE IS CHRIST IN YOUR CHRISTMAS?

Growing i faith Tegethor )

LOve
peqce
believe
ChriStMas
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0 little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!®
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep,
The silent stars go by.®
Yet in thy dark streets shineth@
The everlasting Light.?

The hopes and fears of all the years®
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,2
And gathered all above,#
While mortals sleep,
the angels keepl
Their watch of wondering love.®
O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God, the King,#
And peace to men on earth.
How silently, how silently,
The wondrous Gift is giv'n!#

So God imparts to human heartsf
The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming,@
But in this world of sin,#
Where meek souls will receive Him still,
The dear Christ enters in.

0 holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sins and enter in,2
Be born to us today.™
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell:&

Oh, come to us, abide with us,?
Our Lord Emmanuel!

("0 Little Town Of Bethlehem" was written by Lewis H.
Redner, Phillips Brooks, Cam Mullinsin 1868)

Email: pastor.diane@salisburycongregational.org

Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you
stop opening presents and listen. ~Author unknown,
attributed to a 7-year-old named Bobby

May you have the gladness of Christmas which is hope;
The spirit of Christmas which is peace;
The heart of Christmas which is love.
~Ada V. Hendricks
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THE GIVING TREE
“It is in giving that we receive.”

One of the many ways our church
reaches out locally is through our
Christmas Giving Tree which will be set
up on Sunday, November 30th.
Written on each paper ornament is a
wish from needy children and their
families who live in nearby communi-
ties.

We ask members of our congregation to choose an ornament (or
two or three), purchase the item requested, and wrap it with the
ornament attached securely. Please place the wrapped gift
under the Giving Tree by Sunday, December 21st.

Santa and his helpers will deliver the gifts the next day to two
local programs: Grace Smith House, a shelter for abused women
and their families, and the Astor Early Childhood Program, which
works with families in Millerton and the surrounding area. The
greatest need is for gas and CVS gift cards, towels, sheets and
blankets, clothing, and household items. Books, educational
toys, and art supplies will help brighten the children's Christmas.

Last year as the teachers at the Astor Early Childhood Program
helped unload the many bags of presents from Santa's pickup
truck, they kept thanking us over and over again. Some had tears
in their eyes as they expressed how very, very grateful they were
to SCC for our tremendous generosity! May we open our hearts
again thisyear.

~ Jane Capecelatro, Jano Fairservis, and Jeanette Weber

y»8 *1 &012+ 11-,1#02
& ,= #** =" legsole&alea-'0

Sunday, December 14th at 2:30 p.m.
in the Meeting House

Choral works will include a diverse selection
of anthems by William Billings, Robert Lau,
Antonio Vivaldi, George Frideric Handel,
John Rutter, Harold Darke and Charles
Gounod for the choir and hymn singing for
the congregation. The handbell choir will
play spirited and lively works by Dobrinski,
Childers, and Krug.

Bring family, friends and fellow music lovers
to a FREE concert of glorious music and
joyful singing.

For further information, call 860-435-2442
or visit www.salisburycongregational.org.

CHORUS ANGELICUS
Sunday, December 21st at 4:00p.m.
65. o Holiday cheer will unfurl once again as
s ’ the choirs, Chorus Angelicus and

Gaudeamus, of Joyful Noise, Inc.
perform their annual "Christmas
> Angelicus” concert series across
Connecticut.

The five-concert series, in its 23rd year,

celebrates the sounds of the Christmas

season in churchesacross the state. For

many, Christmas has truly arrived when
they hear "those singing angels." The choirs will perform a
blend of traditional and contemporary carols, hymns and
seasonal selections, including works from Mathias, Murchie,
Niedmann and Halley. Readings will range from sacred to
secular and comic to the profound. Actor and narrator John
McDonough will narrate the musical holiday tribute with
direction from Joyful Noise Artistic Director, Gabriel Lofvall, and
renowned organistand pianist, Alan Murchie.

Christmas Angelicus - A New England Tradition will be per-
formed on Sunday, December 21st in our Meeting House at
4:00pm.

Tickets are $25 for general seating; priority seating for $40; and
$10 for students. Group rates available. Tickets can be pur-
chased onlineathttp://chorusangelicus.com.
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As the year draws to a close we remember those people from our
church family whose lives came to an end in 2014. Each one had
shared their gifts and talents in their own unique way. We are
reminded, by their passing, of our responsibility to steward the
church in such a way to ensure that it will be here for future
generations. We commend to God, with profound thanksgiving,
thelives of

$ OYRUG 0 LQHU %HDUGVOHH

k|
6HWP EHU a0 DK

' RQDOG %ULJ K W%X F NOH\
) HEu@d a6HBWPEHU




