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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

On Sunday, October 12th, during our
church service we blessed 100
Blankets for Bridgeport that our
dedicated volunteers have completed.

On Saturday, November 1st, the
Blanket Team members and Pastor
Diane will travel to Silver Lake to
present the blankets to the Bridgeport
Church, during their Women's Retreat
Weekend.

The Meeting House dressed up in quilt finery during the 2014 Fall Festival
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O ne of the things I am most grateful for (given that it is
November) is the United Church of Christ and our
congregational way of life. In the UCC, there are no
authorities that direct the life of our church. Everythingis
directed from the congregation. In modern parlance that
would be called organic. Each and every person has a
voice,avote and all are welcome.

God is generous and steadfast in His love for our church
and us. We, in turn, are called to share that same love with
our neighbors. God's amazing grace gets played out in a
variety of ways. An idea for ministry (such as blankets); a
passion (such as gardening); a talent (such as hymn
writing); a dream (such as a new kitchen); a kindness
(such as visiting someone); ameal shared or delivered - all
are expressions of God's love in our community.

[ am particularly grateful for the active laity of this church.
Countless hours are volunteered every month to ensure
that the church is living out its mission to Love God and

THANKSGIVING BLESSINGS

Sundays are important - but what we do on Sunday (wor-
ship God, seek forgiveness for our sins, express our grati-
tude, study scripture) must be lived out all week long. We
gather on Sundays to fortify ourselves, to nourish our souls,
with the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Well, the
news is only good if it gets carried outinto the world!

Asyouare counting your blessings this month, I invite you to
consider what role you play in our church. What might you
do to contribute to the life of our community? If you are too
busy to serve on a committee — why not serve coffee (only
takes about one hour ayear!) Ifyoudon'tthink you can sing
in the choir, why not volunteer in the nursery or drive
someone to a doctor's appointment, or donate a can of soup.
There is something for everyone and the beauty of our
organic modelis thatevery bit counts.

As I sitat my Thanksgiving table this year, I will give thanks:
for you; for the opportunity to serve this church and God; for
the love and support of family and friends; and for the

Neighbor. I'm certain that if we tallied up all the hours abundantblessings in my life.

dedicated to mak'ing this a Vita'l churcl'l it .w01.11d be in the Happy Thanksgiving.

thousands. Serving on committees, singing in the choir, ' _ _
ringing bells, knitting shawls, teaching Sunday school, May God's peace be with you on your journey,

helping in the nursery, delivering food to the Corner Food
Pantry, serving dinner in Bridgeport...these are the things
that make our faith come alive on a daily basis.

Pestor eane

Email: pastor.diane@salisburycongregational.org

We are inviting you to our first

SILVER LAKE /‘?W eamp @@Z@

On Saturday November 1st, 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at Sarah
Porter Memorial Hall, First Church Congregational of
Farmington, UCC. Dress up and join us, as we celebrate and
raise support for Silver Lake's life-changing Outdoor
Ministry, and toast Co-Director Anne Hughes' (SCC Member)
11 years of ministry as she steps out from her role as Co-
Director and into her new social work vocation.

Gala Co-Hosts: Brian Lapis and Chrissie Wadelin, featuring

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women's Bible Study group will be
meeting on Thursdays at 4:30 through-
out the month of November. We will be
studying 1Corinthians - using the United

Church of Christ Listen Up! workbook. No previous experi-
ence required. Join us for thoughtful exploration and spirited
conversation. Materials are available from Pastor Diane.

Silent Auction, live jazz and musical tributes of the best of
SLCC band, Jolie Rocke Brown, Dexter the band, great food,
select wines, photo ops and much more. Purchase your ticket
now: $100! Then you can join the herd of champion stewards
of this beloved, thriving ministry as we continue the legacy of
forming life-sustaining leaders for the church and for the
world. As Anne says, "Everyone just needs to figure out what
they're going to wear to Fancy Camp Gala, and everything
will work out!" (Tickets are available for purchase online at
silverlake.ctucc.org/events.php?event=3768.)

REMEMBER THE CORNER FOOD PANTRY

Please remember those in our communi- ¢ COr,,l
ties in need of the basics. Non-perishable /(V\ R ¢
food is always welcome, and can be left in
the basketsinthe narthex.

Wondering what to do with your plastic A LSS

grocery bags? The Food Pantry could al- OO ‘

ways use them. d P
www.thecornerfoodpantry.org
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VOLUNTEERS FOR BRIDGEPORT NEEDED

We will be looking for volunteers to go to
Bridgeport on Tuesday, Nov 25th. The group
will leave the church around 1:00 p.m., arriving
around 2:30 to help prep for their Thanksgiving
dinner. There will be no serving, since their
celebration is Thanksgiving Day. We will just be
putting table cloths on, decorating the tables
and doing the prep work. We should be through
by 6:00 p.m. You'll find a sign-up sheet on the
marble table.

~ Peggy Heck

CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE MINISTER TO VISIT THE SCC

On Sunday, November 23rd we
will welcome Reverend Kent
Siladi, Conference Minister for the
Connecticut Conference of the
United Church of Christ to our
worship service. We have planned
a special intergenerational
service, including the Bell Choir!
Following worship we will host a
luncheon for anyone interested in
visiting with Reverend Siladi.

Reverend Siladi has been serving our conference in this capacity
since 2013. Rev. Siladi is a Connecticut native, growing up in
Stamford, and aborn and bred son of the United Church of Christ.
He attended Nasson College where he received a Bachelor of
Arts Degree in Psychology, and Yale Divinity School, graduating
with a Master of Divinity Degree. After graduating from Yale,
Kent was ordained and served churches in Brookfield and North
Guilford before serving as a Regional Minister for the Connecti-
cut Conference.

Rev. Siladi served five-and-a-half years as the Conference
Minister for the Florida Conference United Church of Christ.
Throughout his career Kent has demonstrated a faithfulness and
passion for the church and its work in mission, stewardship and
financial sustainability, relationship building and networking
clergy and churches, bringing the church into the future and
sharing his deep ties to and appreciation for the United Church
of Christ.

In his spare time Kent enjoys golf, music, technology, and
spending time with friends and family. He is a devoted husband,
father, and grandfather.

Please join us on November 23rd to welcome Reverend Siladi to
Salisbury. Contact Pastor Diane for more information.

COMMUNITY ECUMENICAL
THANKSGIVING SERVICE

On Tuesday, November 25th, at 7:00 p.m. we

will gather with our neighbors at Trinity

Lime Rock Episcopal Church for the annual

Service of Thanksgiving. Representatives
from local churches, synagogues, and religious organizations
will come together to give thanks to God for the blessings in our
lives. This is a great family event and a wonderful way to start
the holiday season.

FALL FESTIVAL SUCCESS./
How do you measure the success of an
annual event that has been going on for
many years, such as the Salisbury Fall
Festival? Well, there are many mea-
sures of success - from financial, to
volunteers, to material donations, to
good times, to a sense of community.

Then by all measures the 2014 Fall Festival was a tremendous
success! Preliminary financial records show that gross income
was over $13,000! Over 50 members and friends volunteered
time to greet visitors, cook hot dogs, paint faces, sell items, and
drive a tractor. Others donated unwanted items to the Treasure
Trove, baked goodies for the Country Kitchen, and brought
beautiful quilts to decorate the Meeting House. Still others
volunteered behind the scenes to unwrap global crafts, price
“treasures”, purchase popcorn and balloons, set up tables, and
decorate with flowers and mums.

There are far too many people to name individually. However,
special thanks must be given to those who volunteered to chair
an activity: Barbara Collins—Treasure Trove; Jane
Capecelatro—Country Kitchen; Amanda Roberts—Global
Crafts; Jennifer and Tony Good—Children's Activities; Sarah and
Erik Rydingsword—Hot Dog Tent; Sarah Zarbock—Quilt Show;
John Estabrook and Jennifer Weigel—Finances; and Mike Fitting
and Lee Collins—Set-Up and Take-Down.

In spite of the rainy Saturday morning, a good time was had by all.
Throughout the weekend we heard:“The quilt display is gor-
geous..” “These are the best hot dogs, ever...” “Our kids look
forward to the magic show and hay ride every year...” “Ah, the
delicious smell of baking bread..” “The granola was so delicious,

I came back for more..” “These will make great Christmas gifts....”

But perhaps the greatest measure of success is the atmosphere
created by everyone involved. The Salisbury Congregational
Church displayed smiles, laughter, good times, friendliness,
conversations, greetings, and a sense of community. We worked
hard together...we had fun together...and we created a successful
Fall Festival together. Thanks to everyone!

~ Kathy Mera and Jeanette Weber
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